
 

 

Our purpose is to make new disciples of Jesus Christ 

for the transformation of the world. 

 

Wesley Worship 

Schedule 

8:30 am  Coffee    

 Fellowship 

9:00 am  Traditional 

Worship 

10:10 am Children’s 

Music/Sunday School 

for all ages  

11:15 am  “ignite” 

Contemporary 

Worship 

Church Office Hours 

Mon —Thurs   
 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.  

 

 
 
 
 

Wesley United Methodist Women’s  
Fall Festival 
Saturday, Nov. 12,  
10:30am – 1:00 pm 
Bake Sale, Crafts, Kids’ Games,  
Lunch (served 11-1) 
 

Get your lunch tickets early!  On November 6, 
UMW members will be selling Fall Festival lunch 
tickets at a discount price of $9 for adults and $4 
for kids (age 4 thru 10).  Price at the door will be 
$10 for adults, $5 for kids.  Donations of baked 

sale items and crafts are needed.  
Volunteers are also needed.  

Proceeds from Fall Festival go towards mission 
projects supported by United  

Methodist Women. 

Remember to set your clock 

BACK one hour on  

Saturday, November 5th 

Before you go to bed! 

 
 

 
The Thanksgiving worship will be at Wesley 

United Methodist Church on  
Tuesday, November 22 at 7:00 p.m. 

The joint choir is planning to rehearse  
at 6:00 p.m. 

NOVEMBER 24, 2016 



 

 

 

Happy birthday to you! 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU! 



 

 
A note from The 

PAstor  
 

“21 But now, apart from law, the righteousness of 
God has been disclosed, and is attested by the law 
and the prophets, 22 the righteousness of God 
through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For 
there is no distinction, 23 since all have sinned and 
fall short of the glory of God…” Romans 8:21-23 

I remember the first time I ever cast a vote for the 
President of the United States. It was November 3, 
1992, and I was a young, idealistic sophomore at 
Concordia College in Moorhead, MN. I had been 
following the race closely as I wanted to make the 

most informed decision I could. Many of my friends supported Ross Perot or 
George H. W. Bush, while my family (parents, grandparents, great 
grandparents)—all lifelong Democrats—were stumping heavily for Bill 
Clinton. I actually liked them all. I liked Perot’s fiery personality and Bush’s 
commitment to his faith, and of course no one could make you feel better 
about yourself than Clinton. Seriously. That guy has got to be one of the most 
charismatic speakers we’ve ever seen in American politics. Of course we 
would learn later that he often used his charisma in ways that were less than 
moral. 

Who did I vote for that year? Well, I guess the apple that is me didn’t fall to 
far from the tree. 

Since then, I’ve become somewhat disillusioned with politics. The older I get, 
and the more I understand about our country and our politics, the more I 
wonder what the future will hold for my children, and my children’s children. 
It seems especially this year, where the rallying cry on both sides is, “At least 
I’m not as evil as they are,” we have strayed from that more perfect union our 
founding fathers and mothers dreamed of. (Of course even their dreams didn’t 
include the wide diversity we celebrate in our nation today.) 

So here we are once again. On Tuesday, November 8th I will enter the voting 
booth to vote for the 7th time during a presidential election. I still believe, 
despite our flaws, that exercising my right to vote is one of the most important 
things I can do as a citizen of this nation. So who am I voting for? I 
occasionally get asked that question, usually by folks who have strong 
opinions one way or the other. I typically don’t respond to such inquiries 
because I have to be the pastor to both Democrats and Republicans, liberals 
and conservatives, and even a few tea party green party folks, and unless Jesus 
Christ himself is on the ballot, every election is a choice between the lesser of 
two evils. As Paul says, we all sin and fall short of the glory of God 
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What it comes down to for me is who I put my hope and trust in. Do I 
place it in our human institutions, or do I place it in the hands of God? Do 
I confess Jesus Christ as my savior or do I believe either Donald Trump or 
Hilary Clinton will save me? Do I love the Lord my God with my whole 
heart, soul, mind, and strength, or do I love my political party more? Yes, 
I will enter that booth on Tuesday and cast my vote, but I also understand 
that no matter the outcome our political system will once again elect a 
flawed leader, just like it has since George Washington.  

The point I want to make is this: If you believe your candidate will save 
this nation or this world, you are already setting yourself up for 
disappointment. There’s only one Savior, and he’s not on the ballot. 

Peace, 

 

 

Howie 

 
 

WESLEY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH COUNCIL 
MEETING DATE: SEPTEMBER 19, 2016 

 

Present: Pastor Howie Baird, Dewey Sandwick, Berniece Holm, Judy Christy, Katie 
Stoley, Doug Williams, Pat Henry, John Galegher, Steve Schlasner, Ryan Zerr, Jessica 
Zerr, Penny Millspaugh 
Opening Prayer led by Pastor Howie 
Reciting Church Purpose: To make new disciples of Christ for the transformation of the 
world 
Devotion: Fish or Cut Bait, discussion of Chapter 4. Assignment: Read Chapter 5 
Finance Meeting – John Galegher and Doug Williams Reporting 

1) Financial Saturday – Boiler fund was an example used at this event, but the 
question is ultimately how will that be replaced. 

 People give passionately when they see something good happening 
2)  Potential to bidding out insurance every 3 to 4 years 
3) Budget reports: Committees to turn in budget reports by October 10th for what 

each believes they’ll need for the following year. 
4) Rex Huss has broken down lobby expenditures – total estimate of $36,400. 

 Endowment contributed in $12,000 

 Trustees contributed $13,000 

 Congregation contributed $7,200 

 An estimated $4,500 will be needed to complete the main remodel. 

 In a week or two the fireplace construction will be complete. 
Council Meeting called to Order by Penny Millspaugh 
Minutes reviewed.   
Corrections: Rochelle changed to Rachelle throughout.  
Minutes approved with correction 
Finance: John Galegher reporting 

1) Worship in the Park giving significantly down compared to other Sundays.  
Trustees: Dewey Sandwick reporting 
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1) Video doorbell system met with endowment willingness to pay for video part 

with a recommendation of placing a video monitor at the back door as well. 
Bid for the electrical work for this project approximately $3,279. 

2) Boiler is just about finished, one week to completion. Great decision to move 
forward on this, will lead to big savings in the cost of gas. Compensation from 
insurance is up in the air at this point. New boiler has a 10 year warranty. An 
additional discussion took place regarding a maintenance contract and will be 
looked into. 

3) Parsonage is dealing with significant rain water damage.  

 There is an issue with contractors at this time of year. Looking to see if River City 
Contractors will split the bid for some work in fall and some in spring. 

 There is a problem with the southwest corner, water issues because of a 3 inch 
gutter draining to the east.  

 Replacing window wells. 

 Discussion of working with the driveway so that it slopes to the street side, not to 
the southwest corner and the house. 

 Mold – could potentially be taken care of with River City Contracting to include 
sheet rocking and construction of window wells. 

 Of note: when our parsonage was purchased we gave our word to look for other 
options that meet the standards for the conference whether that meant building on 
or finding another on the market. The upcoming Capital Campaign will work, 
among other items, towards the cost of a new parsonage. 

 Potential cost of fall work by River City Contracting is $10,000 

 Pastor Howie prefer that home be checked for mold first and foremost. 
Staff Parrish – Ryan Zerr reporting 

1) Over the next month or 2 the committee will complete staff evaluations. Pas-
tor Howie’s will be completed before the charge conference. 

2) Concerning Rachelle – a 6 month probationary period review was never com-
pleted and it is in agreement that she is doing a great job! The committee rec-
ommends to retroactively bump Rachelle’s pay $.50/hour to reflect her new 
hourly wage moving forward. This will be subject to further increase over 
evaluation period. Motion passed. Voted unanimously to put this is place. 

3) Thank you to John Galegher for his handling of finances, payroll, etc. during 
this transition time. 

Old Business – None Reported 
New Business  

1) Charge conference will be held October 24 at 6:30 PM. Initial/preliminary 
budgets by October 10. Please be a written report in Word format. 

2) United Methodist Women have many activities coming up – challenging of 
circles to not remain the same.  

3) The Fall Festival (formerly known as Fall Bazaar) will take place on Novem-
ber 12. 

MCCI Updates – Pastor Howie reporting 
1) Lobby Beautification Team discussing custom-built furniture as well as the 

creating of the Welcome Center. Other ongoing projects include the Historical 
Hallway in the office hallway. 

2) The Door to Core Team – there will be new member classes beginning the 1st 
week of October. 

Other Business: 
1) Was voted that Rachelle shall have authorization for use of the credit card. – 

moved and passed. 
2) Penny Millspaugh offered her Letter of Resignation as Council Chair follow-

ing the December 2016 meeting.  
Closing Prayer led by Pastor Howie then adjourned. 
Next meeting: October 17, 2016 @ 7:00 PM 
Respectfully submitted by Katie Stoley  
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Our Youth Group is going strong!  We are averaging 15 youth at each 
meeting.  Our October outing of going to the Nelson Pumpkin Patch and 
Corn Maze was rained out, but we met at church and roasted marshmal-
lows on the stove and watched a Halloween movie with glow in the dark 

balloons for spooky ambiance.     

The leaders are continuing working on the plans for the Montana mission 
trip in June.  More information will be sent to parents in the near fu-
ture.  The Youth will be starting a fall fundraiser campaign with Dove 
Chocolate which will start November 1st.  Perfect timing for the upcom-
ing holiday season!!  More information will be sent on this as details are 
confirmed. 

Below is an updated calendar of events through the end of the year.  Par-
ents – please note the days when there are no Youth Group, as well as the 
days when there are special activities planned. 

November       6                  5:30 meal and lesson to follow 

                       13                  5:30 meal  -- then making snowmen for  

               Wesley shut-ins 

                       20                  5:30 meal and lesson to follow 

                       27                  No Youth (Thanksgiving weekend) 

December        4                   Deliver snowmen  (time to be determined) 

                       11                   5:30 meal and lesson to follow 

                       18                   Christmas party – theme is ugly sweater   
                contest and white elephant Christmas gift  
                exchange  (time to be determined) 

                       25                   No Youth 

January      1                   No Youth 

We will update the calendar to include activities and events for 2017 later 
in the year.  If anyone has questions, please see Kellie Burgess, Marge My-
rold, Katie Stoley, Kelsey Tretter, or Pastor Howie. 
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Sunday School Music 

Your children did fantastic in 
singing special music for the 
congregation on October 
16th!  Thank you for bringing 
them to Sunday School music 
and allowing me to work with 
them.   Your children next 
singing opportunity will be 

with the adult choir on Sunday, November 20th at the first ser-
vice.  Please mark your calendars so that your children can 
attend. 

We will start working on the children’s Christmas program on Sun-
day, November 6th.  The children’s Christmas program will be 
Sunday, December 11 at the 9:00 a.m. worship service.  Prac-
tice for the program will be Saturday, December 10th from 
10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

Please mark your calendars with these dates so that your children 
are able to sing on these Sundays.  Please also do your best to en-
sure that they attend music on Sunday mornings at 10:10 a.m. so 
that learn the songs and feel confident when they sing during the 
worship service.  If anyone has any questions or concerns, please 
let me know.  Kellie Burgess 

 

Adult Sunday School 

The adult “library” Sunday school that meets in the church library 

at 10:10 am.  They will be using a bible study guide called “Life 

Lessons” written by Max  

Lucado and are currently looking at the book of James.   

Anyone interested is invited to join this group at any time.  Outside 

reading or preparation is not required.  Talk to group leaders Joel 

Iiams or Dave Christy for more details. 
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December 3 is the United Methodist Women’s Christmas brunch at 

11:30 am in the dining room.   Sarah-Faith Circle will be hosting this 

event.  The program is being coordinated by Mary-Martha Circle.  

Sue Mairs from Camp Good Mourning will be the speaker.  There will 

also be installation of 2017 UMW officers.  A free will offering will be 

collected for the meal and speaker.  All are welcome by reservation, 

call the church office between 9:00 am—1:00 pm, Monday –

Thursday or your circle chairperson. 

 

 
December 11 will be the COOKIE SALE in the dining room starting at 

10:00 am following the 9:00 worship service & Sunday 

School Christmas program.  The price is $5.00 a 

bakers dozen (13). 

 

 

DID YOU KNOW? 
There is a room on the 4th floor (#305), that has been used on 

Wednesdays for many years by busy hands. This group was started  

in 2003.  They cut, sew and tie, making quilts to be donated to the 

Red River Valley Community Action shelter house for women and 

children.  They always welcome helping hands.  It’s a great time for 

fellowship.  They meet at 1:30 pm in fall/winter and 9:30 am in the 

summer.  Donations of cotton material, new twin size flat sheets, 

plus thread and yarn are always welcome.  They will have quilts for 

sale at the Fall Festival, on November 12.   

Thank you, ladies, for your service to others. 
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Tuesday night study 

We are currently studying a recent sermon series by Rev. Adam 
Hamilton from United Methodist Church of the Resurrection in 

Leawood, KS. The series is called “Issues that Divide: Politics, Im-
migration, Islamic Extremism, Healthcare, and guns”.  The group 
will view a video of a sermon each week on one of the topics and 
then have time for discussion. Please join us in the church library 

on Tuesday nights at 7pm!  
This group will not be meeting this week on November 1. 

 

New Members Class 
 

The next session of "Disciple's Path" will   
begin on Sunday, January 8, 2017.  This    

 Adult Sunday School opportunity is for any-
one that would like to explore what it means 
to be a disciple of Christ in the United Meth-

odist Church.  The class meets during the Sunday School Hour, 
from 10:10 - 11:00 am.  If you are new to our church, new to 
the United Methodist Denomination, or would like to refresh 
yourself on Wesleyan teachings, you are invited to join us for 
this 7 week series.  For more information or to register for the 

class, contact Penny Millspaugh at 218-521-0507 or  
pmillspaugh@altru.org or call the church office.   

Star Givers 

Members of Wesley UMC will be  
collecting Christmas gifts for the Star  

Givers program again this year. Watch for 
stars to pick up with the name of a child. 

Stars will be available for pick-up 
 near the entrance to the sanctuary 

starting in  mid-November.  
The gifts need to be new and we are  

asking for a $10.00 minimum.   

mailto:pmillspaugh@altru.org
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Wednesdays at 1:30 p.m.  

Quilting, Room 305.  

Everyone is 
Welcome! 

For questions, call Helen  

DeMaster @ 701.772.3584 

 

1   Ron & Patty Willey 

19 Richard & Denise Ellis 

21 Cash & Snookie Register 

27 Duane & Kathy Tretter 

     
 
 

 
 

November 15,  2016 
  7:00 PM 

Wesley Fellowship Room 
 

Book: 
The Language of Flowers 

Author: Vanessa Diffenbaugh 
 

  Hostess: Kat Robotham 
katrobotham@gmail.com 

  701.746.9920 
    

 

 

 

Anyone willing to help clean brass once a month,  

please contact  

Sandy Wogaman at  

701.773.9465.  
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On-line giving 

You can now manage your 

giving on line through our web 

site at gfwesley.org.  Click on 

the “online giving” tab and fol-

low the steps to “make a dona-

tion”.  Or simply scan the QR 

code below.   
 

We thank you for your  

support! 
 

 

   

 

 Offering Received 

             2015      2016 

Prepaid 

Pledges            $14,372.06     $6,200.00  

January         $19,922.87      $23,572.45 

February        $18,656.71     $20,562.68 

March             $21,336.78  $22,926.89 

April         $29,236.40  $20,286.17 

May     $25,286.44  $25,337.10 

June       $18,509.97  $19,613.89 

July     $17,172.89  $15,676.12 

August   $17,007.45  $18,537.89  

September  $18,653.20  $22,199.27 

October    $20,446.13  $22,949.51 

   Total           $220,600.90   $217,861.97 
           

SUNDAY WORSHIP ATTENDANCE  

 

October 2  85 + 52 = 137 

October 9  87 + 43 = 130 

October 16  104  + 41 =  145 

October 23  100 +57 =  157 

October 30  67 + 47 =  114                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

The craft showcase has been 
moved to the office level  

during construction. 
  It now holds newly canned 

apricot jelly and pepper  
jelly, along with many other 

crafts. 



 

 

 

Phone: 701-772-1869 

Fax: 701-772-1940 

E-mail: 

gfwesley@midconetwork.com 

Check out the Newsletter online at: 
www.gfwesley.org 
 
Worship Schedule 

See Calendar and front page for worship times 
 
Office hours: Mon. thru Thurs.. 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
 
Pastor: ...................................... Reverend Howie Baird 
Choir Director/Organist: ................... Marjorie Myrold 
Choir Accompanist: .......................... Carol Lamberson 
Secretary: ..……………………………….. Rachelle Bontrager 
 
The Wesley Witness 
A publication of Wesley United Methodist Church.  
Published 12 times each year to keep members and 
friends informed of programs of the church and to 
report news about the Wesley family.  

For our Prayers --- 
 

We offer our heartfelt sympathy to the family and friends of 

Kyle Whitcomb’s father who passed away on October 21. 
 

Those in Care or Assisted Living Facilities:   

At Parkwood:  Jean Beach, Virgil Haake, Beulah Hodges, Emolyn 

Skinner, Lois Weisser; At Wheatland Terrace: Kyle Whitcomb’s 

mother; At Country Estates: Verle Ralston; At Valley Eldercare: 

Joan Bristol; At Mapleview Memory Care:  Phyllis Sand;  At Good 

Samaritan, East Grand Forks: Velma Fruetel & Charlene Kotts.   

At Home:  Ole Dahlen, Alice Darling, Marlo Gade, Shirley Hoff, Pat Klokstad, Carolyn 
Strand, Ray Spicer, Marijo Whitcomb’s mother and father.  

If there are people, joys or concerns that you would like to have included in this 
monthly prayer list, please email them to gfwesley@midconetwork.com.  

 If you are interested in being part of a prayer group that will meet at the church to 
pray for joys and concerns expressed in worship on Sunday mornings or shared on 

prayer request cards, please talk to Pastor Howie or Penny Millspaugh. 

 

at  

www.gfwesley.org 

and like us on 

Facebook to keep up 

with what's going on 

at Wesley 
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